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Why should I care about native plants? 
Native plants create beautiful landscapes that provide native wildlife with the 
best habitat and food they need to survive.  Native plants also help to protect 
watersheds and maintain the unique natural heritage of an area. 
In Pennsylvania, our native plants lend a sense of place that is recognized 
and enjoyed by citizens and visitors from all over the world.  If our native 
plants continue to be replaced with species from other places, Pennsylvania 
will lose the natural beauty and resources that define the state. 
Not only do native plants provide benefits to the environment as a whole, they 
also provide value to you and your backyard. Because Pennsylvania’s native 
plants are meant to grow here, they thrive with less maintenance in the right 
conditions, thereby reducing the need to water and fertilize  them. They also 
serve as pollinators and attract wildlife. 

What is a native plant?
A native plant is one that occurred within the state before settlement by 
Europeans. Native plants include ferns and clubmosses; grasses, sedges, 
rushes, and their kin; flowering perennials; annuals, which only live one 
year; biennials, which have a two-year life cycle; and, of course, the woody 
trees, shrubs, and vines that covered “Penn’s Woods” when the first settlers  
arrived. More than 2,100 native plant species make up the botanical diversity 
of Pennsylvania. 

A “growing” problem
While new plants are coming into Pennsylvania, native plants are being lost 
to habitat destruction, invasive plants, and introduced pests and diseases. By 
2000, five percent of Pennsylvania’s native plant species had been eliminated 
and another 25 percent were in danger of becoming extinct. The good news 
is that action can be taken to protect and enhance the remaining diversity of 
these beautiful and often useful plant species.  
An introduced or non-native plant is one that has been brought into the 
state and become established. At the turn of the 21st century, about 1,300 
species of non-native plants existed in Pennsylvania. That is 37 percent of 
Pennsylvania’s total plant flora (about 3,400 species), and more introduced 
plants are identified every year.
An invasive plant is a species that has become a weed pest—one that grows 
aggressively, spreads, and displaces other plants. Although some native 
plants are aggressive on disturbed areas, most invasive plants are introduced 
from other regions, leaving behind the pests, diseases, predators, and other 
natural controls that usually keep them in check.
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